Future of SCO with Traditional Rivals 


It was both a need of the moment and a desire of the two great 
powers, China and Russia, for two long-time enemies, Pakistan and 
India, to be admitted to the SCO in 2017. After 17 years of the SCO's 
founding, Pakistan was admitted with three goals in mind. The first and 
foremost reason was the blossoming status of belt and road initiative 
both in the region and abroad. 2nd, the changing world order with the 
emergence of China and the re-emergence of Russia and security issues 
in the region Third, the shifting nature of Pakistan's foreign policy from 
west to east Similarly, the inclusion of India in the SCO was also aimed 
at increasing weapon trade between Russia and India, addressing the 
issue of regional security, including the need to include India as a 
regional power, and promoting regional connectivity in the region. On 
the other hand, both Pakistan and India joined the SCO to achieve their 
national interests’ goals. These goals include maintaining a neutral 
position in the center of great power rivalry, promoting trade with 
rising power China and re-emerging Russia, settling bilateral issues 
between Pakistan and India, and achieving access to Central Asian 
republics through the forum of the SCO. Now, the enmity between 
these two traditional rivals in the SCO creates hurdles and prevents the 
flourishing of the SCO's objectives in the region. In this way, both state 
destroy their own national interests in one way or another, and a third 
party has been benefiting from this rivalry. Therefore, such a third party 
adds fuel to the fire, and these traditional rivals cannot understand it. 


It is okay to have some bilateral concerns; it is acceptable to lack good 
diplomatic relations at present; but it is not acceptable to perceive 
themselves as adversaries on the floor of the SCO. Abusing and 
humiliating each other on the floor of the SCO for national politics is 


extremely unpleasant. The immature attitude of both traditional 
enemies, notably India, is a key impediment to the SCO's smooth 
growth. It was the first time in the history of the SCO that a meeting of 
foreign ministers was held in India. Despite India's aggressive behavior, 
its extremist Hindutva ideology, violations of basic human rights and 
deprivation of basic rights for Muslims, unilateral annexation of 
Kashmir, and a slew of other irresponsible actions, Pakistan sent its 
Foreign Minister, Bilawal Bhuto, to India to attend the SCO meeting. It 
was a bold, mature, and responsible attitude from Pakistan, but India 
openly and explicitly defamed it; Indian Foreign Minister J. Shankar 
used irresponsible and undiplomatic words for Pakistan; Indian media 
portrayed it as a weakness of Pakistan; and India humiliated the visiting 
guest on their own soil by saying, "Bilawal is a spokesperson of the 
terrorist industry." It demonstrates that India places little significance 
on the SCO conference. 


The SCO's main goal of promoting regional connectivity, resolving 
bilateral issues among member states, eliminating three evils from the 
region, including terrorism, extremism, and separatism, and ensuring 
the region's collective security, will never be realized unless Pakistan 
and India resolve their major differences or prioritize SCO over bilateral 
issues. Regional connection is conceivable through infrastructure and 
road developments, but India has been critical of CPEC since its 
inception. Similarly, extremism can only be removed by eliminating 
extreme beliefs like as the RSS's Hindutva ideology, which Modi's 
administration is unwilling to abandon. Similarly, terrorism can only be 
removed in a peaceful Afghanistan, but India does not desire a peaceful 
Afghanistan since India has used Afghan territory against Pakistan to 
encourage terrorism and extremism in the area. As a result, the SCO 
cannot fulfil its goals unless India alters its stance towards Pakistan, the 
SCO, and the whole region. 


Now the question arises: who wants to prevent SCO from achieving its 
broader goals and objectives? The answer is not simple. Let's start with 
great power rivalries. Great power rivalries, particularly between China 
and the USA over belt and road initiative, push India to criticize its 
flagship project, CPEC, in the region. Similarly, the US-Russia conflict, 
particularly over the Ukraine issue, demands that India criticize and 
condemn Russia for its invasion of Ukraine and resultantly cut trade ties 
with Russia. The same question is being asked by the US and Europe in 
Pakistan. When the great powers of SCO are in rivalry with the world 
leader, the USA, and India is a close ally of the USA, and India is being 
used by the USA against China and its flagship project, CPEC, itis a 
major hurdle to the growth of SCO. 


Both India and Pakistan must realize that their enmity benefits 
someone else and destroys their respective national interests. India 
should realize that CPEC is not a question between Pakistan and India 
but a question between China and the USA; therefore, India should not 
take it and consider it anti-India but instead be part of it for the greater 
India's interest. In a similar vein, both India and Pakistan have learned 
from their histories that there is an interest of someone else in their 
conflict, and they both are being played by other interested states for 
their own objectives. Therefore, both states have an opportunity to 
resolve their major issues on the floor of SCO, or they would never be 
able to do so. 


In conclusion, the SCO is an opportunity for both Pakistan and India to 
come out of their status as traditional rivals and resolve their long- 
standing issues for the sake of their people, for the sake of the region, 
and for the sake of the whole world. By maintaining enmity, they can 
achieve nothing but satisfy the interests of a third party. So they should 


be mature now and act for their own interests instead of working to 
benefit someone else's. No one will come to resolve their issue, neither 
the so-called world leader, the USA, nor the so-called UNO, but only 
they can resolve their issues. So, it is the need of the hour to come 
together under the umbrella of SCO and resolve their major issues, thus 
achieving the broader objectives of SCO, or SCO would also fail like 
SAARC. All the SCO members, particularly China and Russia, must play 
their role in resolving their bilateral enmity at any cost for the broader 
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